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The preliminary study of images of the Social Work by metaphor-making tasks
— Based on the interview research to the entry level medical social workers and
the expert medical social workers —

Toyoharu Yokoyama, M.S.W., CS.W, Tomoko Hosho, M.S.,, CS.W

Abstract

We tried to interview research to ten social workers in health services, as the preliminary
study of the professional competence of Social Workers. The purpose of this research is to
make a matter clear about social worker's self image and recognition of social work practice.
We referred to expert study of teachers in Educational Psychology and applied to the
metaphor-making tasks.

Five entry level social workers and five expert social workers were asked to make
metaphors on 3 topics: "Social worker ,Social Work and Client".

Results were as follows.

1. Their answers are very diverse and same item is a few.
2. The most same answers are client images compared to"Teachers"by four persons.

Then three persons among them are entry level Social workers.

Keyword : metaphor-making tasks, social work image, social worker, professional
competence, medical social work,
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