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Changes of Physiotherapy Students' Perceived-level
through Clinical Learning Experiences

Isamu Konishi, P.T., Akiteru Takagi, Ph.D., P.T., Yukio Kurokawa, Ph.D., P.T.

Abstract

Background and purpose With the increase in the number of undergraduate Physiotherapy
students, the placement for their clinical training is an overwhelming burden for educational
institutions. To find the solution, there is the urgent need to review the significance of the
clinical training. This study aimed to identify standards criteria that clinical educators
consider important for their Physiotherapy students to possess, and to identify the criteria
such students change their perceived-level through the clinical learning experiences.

Method Evaluation sheets for the previous third-year students were analyzed to categorize
appropriate groups of items for the standards criteria. Based on the criteria a 36-item
questionnaire was formulated. The items were classified into four large criteria consisted
of “knowledge, ability to express oneself and to solve problems", “attitude, character and
emotional aspect”, “relationship with patients" and “ability to carry the assessment of
patients”. The present third-year students were surveyed with this questionnaire. They
were asked to indicate the grade (as one of 0-10 integral numbers) that they perceived to
be suitable for their abilities/qualities for each item prior to and after their clinical training
period. The data were compared by means of Wilcoxon's signed-rank test (two-sided). We
considered P<0.05 as significant.

Findings Fifty students were eligible for the assessment. Eleven items over the four large
criteria changed significantly through their clinical training period. Three items from the
“knowledge, ability to express oneself and to solve problems" criterion, two items from the
“attitude, character and emotional aspect” criterion and one item from the “relationship
with patients" criterion decreased. The most common one with items increased through
the clinical training was the “relationship with patients" criterion. Three items from the
criterion increased, together with one item from the “attitude, character and emotional
aspect” criterion and another item from the “ability to carry the assessment of patients"
criterion.
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Conclusions The standards criteria seems to reflect the important aspects of the abilities/
qualities clinical educators consider important for their Physiotherapy students to possess.
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