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The development of health policy using social epidemiologic perspective based
on the concept of social capital

Tsuyoshi Hamano, Yoshikazu Fujisawa

Abstract

Epidemiology has made important contributions on several occasions in the past. On the
other hand social epidemiology that focuses on several social factors has been one of the
main concerns for public health research. Social epidemiology is defined in the following;

“The branch of epidemiology that studies the social distribution and social determinants of
states of health”. The reason for that social epidemiology can answer the new research
question. In other words, we can show what kind of social factors have effect on individual

and population health. In this study, we focused on social capital to introduce the concept of
social epidemiology, and begin by outlining the conceptual motivation behind social
epidemiology. And then introduce the evidence of social capital research and discuss the

implication for health policy.
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