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A discussion of how advocacy is conceptualized in social welfare research in Japan
Kimiyo Terada
Abstract

In previous social welfare research, the concept of advocacy - specifically, rights
advocacy - has been interpreted diversely to date, and so its invocations are frequently
conceptually ambiguous. This research paper aims to organize the preceding research and
grasp characteristics of the existing definitions of the concept of advocacy in the social
welfare domain.

In practical terms, the paper organizes the various concepts of advocacy after dividing
them into definitions based on its relationship with social security, definitions based on
respect for the voices and self-determination of users, and definitions based on relatedness
with general concepts of advocacy.

The research found that, while advocacy is positioned as an important concept that
forms the backbone of social welfare, its interpretative breadth is large. In reality, the
term is used diversely: on the one hand exist evaluative and ideological definitions, and on
the other exist substantive definitions that aim to pursue these ideals in practice.

That being said, this kind of polysemy for rights advocacy can also be understood as
granting it a wide defensive scope. Naturally, it goes without saying that misunderstanding
and confusion due to conceptual ambiguity must be prevented, and that some kind of
theoretical organization is indispensable; however, it is also true that advocacy activities
have been actively promoted in social welfare practice. Indeed, mapping the concept to
retain high versatility and not constraining it too strictly could prove highly effective in
helping to reflect the ideals of advocacy in practice. The paper argues that the link
between the concepts and practice of rights advocacy, along with its conceptual
disambiguation, can therefore serve as topics for future clarification.
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