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A study on an older person with intractable neurological disease who “will not
evacuate” in the event of a disaster — Case analysis using SCAT—
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Abstract

A lesson learned from the Great East Japan Earthquake was to “evacuate immediately”.
However, many people choose to remain at home rather than evacuating. As most victims
of past disasters were older people, assisting them with evacuation is a major challenge.
The reasons why they refuse to evacuate in the event of a disaster are because they
require assistance and lack relationships with people around them. Using the SCAT
technique, we analyzed the narrative of an older person who will “not evacuate” in the
event of a disaster despite having favorable relationships with others. As a result, the
following 3 theoretical descriptions were extracted: 1. The difficulty of being constantly
prepared for disasters that rarely occur, 2. Giving up on self-evacuation action because of
age-related decline and illness, and 3. The gerotranscendence perspective. The
gerotranscendence perspective, which develops in the later stages of life, reduces the fear
of death and helps in developing a calm mind as a mature, elderly individual. This may
have played a role in the decision to “not evacuate” in the event of a disaster. However,
the social pressure on older people to remain independent and a lack of understanding of
their psychology are also underlying factors.

Keywords : evacuation refusal, parkinson’s disease, people who need assistance in the
event of a disaster, gerotranscendence, scat
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