FrigEmE3 (2) 33-43

[RZERX]
SCIRERIEE D © AT AR B L ) B & BLIRE X O~ DO

TR
¥—=TU—-F BEkE - ADORtts, MEEE, SREGIE. MERREIE. fEHE

The Relationship between the Support Service Payment System for Persons
with Disabilities and the Long-term Care Insurance System: their Present
Situations and the Issues Concerned with their Integration

Naoki Tezuka

Abstract

The Long-term Care Insurance System for Elderly People was introduced in April 2000 to
deal with the Japanese typical condition which have been undergoing extremely advanced
aging and rapidly decreasing population. The Support Service Payment System for Persons
with Disabilities was implemented in April 2003, which caused drastic changes of social
welfare programs for persons with disabilities. However, due to the fact that the number of
users of the Long-term Care Insurance System has been increasing with rapidity, and that of
users of the Support Service Payment System has been far greater than what was expected
in the beginning, the integration issues of both systems has been swiftly emerging. These
issues has come from the viewpoint of securing their financial resources as both central and
local governments have been suffering from serious financial constraints. Though the
Support Service Payment System and the Long-term Care Insurance System have
circumstances and social background in common, the contents of support services for persons
with disabilities and long-term care services for elderly people are quite different. As it
might be too early to integrate both systems in 2005 when the Long-term Care Insurance
System is to be reviewed, based on the relevant law, it would be desirable to carefully study
their integration issues in time for the next regular review in 2010, with the active
participation of representatives of persons with disabilities.

Key words: society with extremely advanced aging and rapidly decreasing population,
financial constraints, support service payment system for persons with disabilities,
long-term care insurance system for elderly people, integration issues
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