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The Meaning and the Significance of the Community Social Welfare Plan

Kyoichi Sonoda, Ph.D.

Abstract

The Social Welfare Service Law was installed after the Second World War. Half a century
later, in 2002, the law was revised. The name was also changed to the Social Welfare Law.
Considering that the Law has been serving as the foundation for the development of social
welfare activities and services in Japan, it seems to be crucial to examine the impact on local
welfare activities brougt about by these changes. This paper discusses the issue based on
case studies in Nagaoka City and Kawasaki City, focusing on the following view points: 1) to
which extent the transition from institution-oriented care to community-oriented care is
achieved and 2) to which extent residents' participation is achieved in designing an
implementing social welfare activities and services in community.

Key words: institutional care, community care, people's participation, community movement in
large city, community movement in local area
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