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Training and Lifelong Learning for Social Work Profession
— Recurrent Education for Social Worker —

Toyoharu Yokoyama, M.S.W., CS.W

Abstract

In USA, National Association of Social Worker (NASW) imposes continuation education for
90 hours on a member every three years. In Japan, Japanese Association of Certified Social
Worker (JACSW) includes the lifelong learning system that members repeat the common
learning course for 60 hours every three years. In the U.S-Japan two countries, systems pro-
moting lifelong learning to social workers are built in each professional association. About 90%
of members of NASW are Master of Social Work. In comparison with it and, about 86.1% of
members of JACSW are Bachelor, there are masters of 4.7%. The Social Worker training is
done at bachelor course mainly in Japan. However, in late years a graduate school of social
work is increased, and a correspondence course and a night course increased, too. The
Japanese social workers who are going to learn in a graduate school increases, they demand
an opportunity of recurrent education after having experienced practice. In the prefecture of
Niigata, school which has training course for social workers are increases. I expect that their
interest for a graduate school of social welfare increase at this district, because increase of a
social worker is expected and needs of recurrent education.

Key words : social worker, certified social worker, social work education, lifelong learning,
continuing professional education
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