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Abstract

In the present study, the learning motivation at six months after pre-entrance assignments
of 36 students admitted to nursing school A on recommendation was compared to that of 41
students who entered through general admissions and were not given assignments. A
survey was conducted using an originally developed 15-item questionnaire. Findings
showed that general admission students had a comparatively higher learning motivation for
three of the questionnaire items; however, there was no significant difference for any of the
other items, or in the total scores between the study groups. We assumed that general
admission students tended to study more on their own initiative than students admitted on
recommendation, and that this tendency would thereby affect the students' learning
motivation. In a previous study, researchers studied learning motivation by analyzing the
college preparation book reports written by students admitted on recommendation.
Although students may be motivated to some extent by these assignments, we surmise
that their learning motivation may not be maintained. Thus, we conclude that educators
should aim to continuously intervene with the goal of maintaining students' learning
motivation, even after college preparation assignments.
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