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A Study of TV Drama Describing Social Workers in Hospitals

Hidekazu Tanaka

Abstract

An imaginary television drama describing the life of a typical social worker was broadcast
in Japan in 2006. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the program by analyzing
positive and negative factors from different viewpoints. For example, in the positive

evaluation we became aware of the existence of social workers among patients, and the
amount of knowledge required to do their jobs well. In the negative evaluation we noticed

that the way social workers are trained in Japan is not fully explicit. In addition, a lack of
proper terminology among TV viewers may cause misunderstanding about this profession.
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