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Abstract

This study was performed as part of the 2014 fiscal year graduation work carried out
by the students of the Department of Health Informatics, Niigata University of Health and
Welfare. The data was collected from all grade students (1-4) using anonymous open-
ended questions asking: Q1) the situation of future information technology (IT) in the
medical and welfare fields after 25 years (“25 years IT"), Q2) their future career and
employment after 25 years (“25 years JOB").

The purpose of this study was to obtain the information contributing to the
improvement of the educational system of the department through the analyses of this
consciousness research.

The data was analyzed using KH Coder, a free software for quantitative content
analysis or text mining.

The questionnaire recovery was 47.8% in all grades. For “25 years IT”, the words
related to medical care or IT increased as the grade went up. For “25 years JOB”, there
was desire for a high yearly income and post such as the president or the director among
male students, whereas the term “part-time employment” was frequently used only by
female students. These differences between genders were statistically significant and
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characterizes female students being more practical but less ambitious about their future

than male students.

The following educational problems were emerged through the analyses.

a) Though many students believed in more advanced information technology in the future
and considered Health Information Manager (HIM) as their future career, they did not
think that HIM plays a core role in the promotion of IT in the medical or health and
welfare fields.

b) In addition, it was indicated that there was a lack of desire among students to utilize
their specialized skill as HIM in their work.

According to this study, it is considered to be necessary that the educational system of
the department should foster not only a viewpoint that qualifications such as HIM should
be acquired just because it gives an advantage for employment, but also, and more
importantly, an awareness of the indispensability of such qualifications for the progress of
IT in medical or health and welfare fields.

Key words : information technology (IT) after 25 years, future career and employment

after 25 years, differences between genders, differences between grades (1-4

grade), qualitative analyses
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