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A study on the life of Fusa Asaka

Hidekazu Tanaka

Abstract

As a pioneering medical social worker in Japan, Fusa Asaka is widely recognized even
today for her achievements. She is a figure who will always have a place in the history of

Japanese social welfare. The first purpose of this paper is to examine the life of Fusa

Asaka, as research within social welfare studies on a prominent figure in the field.

Another aim is to study how Asaka lived, and use that as an aid to securing future human

resources in the welfare field.

“Women Pioneers 7: Fusa Asaka and Medical Social Work,” a DVD focusing on Fusa

Asaka, was used as one resource for this research. New historical facts were discovered

in this material, such as remarks on the International Women’s Year, which had not been

uncovered in previous research on Fusa Asaka. Also, Fusa Asaka’s way of life shows that

the motivations which inspire an interest in social welfare are not uniform, and elucidating

this way of life can be useful for securing future human resources in the welfare field.
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