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Study on cervical cancer prevention among fourth-year female nursing university
students

Miharu Sugimoto, Marika Kenmotsu, Kayo Kaneko, Yasuko Tsukamoto
Abstract

This study aimed to i) investigate the rates of human papilloma virus (HPV)
vaccination and cervical cancer screening among fourth-year female nursing university
students; ii) compare the level of knowledge about cervical cancer between different
groups, such as students who decided by them-selves to receive the HPV vaccine and
students who respected their parents’ judgement.

The study included 71 participants, among whom 69 participants responded to the
distributed anonymous self-administered questionnaires. The results showed that the rates
of HPV vaccination and cervical cancer screening were 73.9% and 17.4% respectively. The
age at vaccination were 15 years old (2.0%), 16 years old (2.0%), 17 years old (29.4%), 18
years old (235%), 19 years old (3.9%), 20 years old (13.7%) and unknown (5.9%). This
means that some students received the vaccine at an age at which it is not subsidized.
Overall, 52.9% of students decided to receive the HPV vaccine by them-selves, while 45.1%
of students respected their parents’ judgement. As a new finding, we observed that
students who decided by them-selves to receive the vaccine had a significantly higher
level of knowledge about cervical cancer (average: 3.39 per 7.00) than students who
respected their parents’ judgement (average: 248 per 7.00) (p<0.05).

We recommend that adolescents receive health education that promotes basic
knowledge on cervical cancer and personal responsibility for preventive behavior.

Key words : female nursing students, cervical cancer, HPV vaccination, cervical cancer
screening
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