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Positioning integrated community-based care systems within regional medical
visions

Kensuke Nakayama, Akio Maruta
Abstract

The present study considers the positioning and handling of integrated community-
based care systems within the regional medical visions being formulated by Japanese
prefectures based on the Medical Care Act. Regional Medical Vision Guidelines have been
issued by the Director General, Health Policy Bureau of the Ministry of Health, Labour
and Welfare to the governors of each prefecture, and it was thought that the positioning
and handling of integrated community-based care systems would be clarified within the
regional medical visions of each prefecture. Analysis of regional medical visions for 47
prefectures in terms of factors including formulation intent, consistency with municipal
long-term care insurance business plans, guiding principles behind the construction of
integrated community-based care systems, and engagement toward the construction of
integrated community-based care systems revealed major differences in the thought
processes and approaches of individual prefectures. Fifteen years have now passed since
the concept of integrated community-based care systems was proposed in the June 2003
report issued by the Elderly Persons Care Research Group, and it has been almost five
years since integrated community-based care systems were defined in the Reform
Promotion Act for the Establishment of a Sustainable Social Security System (December
2013). Given these circumstances, the lack of realism in the positioning and handling of
integrated community-based care systems within regional medical visions represents an
important research challenge.

Keywords : Medical Visions, Integrated Community-based Care System, municipalities,
lack of realism
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